British Lutheran 


Christian Virtues 


Some thoughts from St. Paul’s 
message in Galatians 5:22, “the fruit 
of the spirit is . . .kindness.” 


One might wish that St. Paul were 
here to explain to us in rather more 
detail what he had in mind when he 
sent to the Galatians this list of 
Christian virtues, especially 
“kindness.” This is not to suggest 
that the apostle was lacking in clarity 
of thought and language, but to face 
the reality that usage of words never 
remains static. 


When someone says of another “He 
is a kind person,” this usually refers 
to what that individual does or has 
done. He may have helped others 
when they were in need, or he may 
be the sort of person who makes it 
clear that he stands ready to help at 
any time, and when called upon to do 
so, keeps his promise. His motive 
may be that he genuinely enjoys 
doing this, or he may wish to help 
because he thinks he may be in need 
in the future and hopes others will 
serve him. 


What is more difficult to understand 
at first glance is that a person may be 
kind when he causes pain. A nurse 
causes severe discomfort when 
cleansing a wound, yet that clean- 
sing is necessary for proper healing 
to take place. Was the apostle 
thinking of one, or both, of these 
ideas? 


In the list of virtues, he places 
“kindness” and “goodness” cheek 
by jowl. How are we to distinguish 
between the two? If we suggest that 
the person who has the gift of 
“goodness” is one who meets his 
neighbour more than half-way, and 
who is concerned not only about the 
neighbour’s temporal needs but also 
about his spiritual welfare which 


-Aindness 


benefits the soul, then we can say 
that “kindness” is that gift which 
makes the individual gentle andi 
courteous, willing to overlook the: 
mistakes of others or to put the best 
construction on them. Our Lord 
Christ received the penitent sinner in: 
this way, as we read in Luke 7:37ff. 
about the woman who annointed His: 
feet when He was a guest in the 
house of Simon the Pharisee. 


The opposite of “kindness” is harsh- 
ness. To treat the neighbour harshly 
is exemplified in the servant who had 
been forgiven a very large debt by 
the king, Matt.18:23ff. Instead of 
dealing in a kindly manner with his. 
fellow-servant, the forgiven servant 
insisted on immediate payment o* 
the debt a fellow-servant owed him. 


These two examples furnish us wit 
much food for thought as we look ai 
ourselves. “If we live by the Spirit. ler 
us also walk by the Spirit,” St. Pau 
urges. Do we show the gift o7 
“kindness” in our lives? Do we keep 
before us the fact that Christ the 
Saviour was and is kind to us 
Because of His love to us in leavine 
the Father’s throne to live in ou 

poverty, He has made us rich itr 
forgiveness, peace and salvation 
The Spirit whom He promised te 
send to His followers from the Fathe 

is the one who gives us the gift o 
kindness. Perhaps we need to pra» 

more often and more earnestly wit? 

the hymn-writer Sylvanus D. Philips 


Give me a faithful heart, 
Likeness to Thee, 

That each departing day 
Henceforth may see | 

Some work of love begun, 

Some deed of kindness done, 

Some wanderer sought and wor 
Something for Thee. 


WHY REMEMBER LUTHER? | 


In the third of this series to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the: 


Birth of the Reformer, Preceptor Ronald Feuerhahn calls our attention 
to Luther's understanding of and his sincere appreciation of 


The Means of Grace 


aa rn 


In his lecture on Genesis 26:2-5, Luther gives us one of those delightful 
exchanges with his hearers. He speaks about God’s appearance to Isaac. Itis 
a great thing for God to appear to a human being, Luther observes. But he 
senses a complaint from his hearers. 


Someone will say: “If God were to appear to me, too, in a human form, 
what great joy this would bring to my heart! Then | would surely not be 
reluctant to undergo any peril or misfortunes for God’s sake. But this 
has been denied me!” 


Now the Reformer expresses the most important point of his hearer’s 
complaint: 


“l only hear sermons, read Scripture, and make use of the sacraments. 
| have no appearances of angels.” 


This may sound familiar. Do we not sometimes make similar comparisons 
with people of Bible times? We sense that one could not help believing if 
confronted by an angel; one would surely find it a comfort if Jesus Himself 
appeared with a kind word or a helpful miracle. It would certainly be 
impressive. It would make our Sunday worship seem tame by comparison. 


Luther does not seem to agree. God does appear! His reply to the “someone” 
in December 1541 is just as important today. 
| answer: “You have no reason to complain that you have been visited 
less than Abraham or Isaac. You, too, have appearances, and in a way 
they are stronger, clearer and more numerous than those they had, 
provided that you open your eyes and heart and take hold of them.” 


What could the Reformer mean? What do we have that could be “stronger” 
and “clearer” than the appearance of the angel of God? 
“You have Baptism. You have the Sacrament of the Eucharist, where 
bread and wine are the species, figures and forms in which and under 
which God in person speaks and works into your ears, eyes and 
heart.” 


But there is more. 
“Besides, you have the ministry of the Word and teachers through 
whom God speaks with you. You have the ministry of the Keys through 
which He absolves and comforts you. ‘Fear not,’ He says, ‘Il am with 
you.’ He appears to you in Baptism. He baptizes you Himself and 
addresses you Himself.” 


Here we are reminded of that exchange in the Small Catechism at the end of 
section V on Confession and Absolution where the Confessor says: “Do you 
believe that the forgiveness | declare is the forgiveness of God?” answer: 
my es, | do.” 


The Gospel and the Sacraments: here God is present. As Luther said: “What 
‘ more do you desire?” What more indeed! In each worship of the Church, God 
is present. Everything there is full of divine appearances and conversations. 


This is difficult to accept. It raises many questions about how God can be 
present, truly there for us, in mere words and elements. Luther knew this; and 
he knew the reason for our difficulty. It is because of our flesh “which does not 
let us believe and accept such great blessings.” 


“Over and above this, the flesh tells us to argue and 6 question 
whether these things are true. | am speaking about us, who are truly 
Christian, who teach and believe these things. | not only believe in 
Christ, but | know that He is sitting at the right hand of the Father to be 
our Mediator and to intercede for us. | know that the bread and the wine 
in the Lord’s Supper are the body and blood of Christ and that the word 
of the pastor, whether he preaches or absolves, is the word of God. Yet 
the flesh is weighed down by doubt, so that it does not believe these 
. things.” 
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Luther the pastor knows this condition, a condition even in the “truly 
Christian.” The flesh prevents us at times from a true appreciation of that 
Service of the Church in which God appears. The flesh sees it as boring and 
uneventful. 
“Thus we see God baptizing, absolving, comforting, and administering 
the Lord’s Supper. But who hears this or wonders at it? We are moved 
either not at all or too little by His threat, promise, comfort and 
sacraments... Therefore we deserve to be blamed... Even if we heard 
the angels preaching in their majesty, we would be affected no more 
than we are now when we hear a pastor or minister. If we actually 
concluded that it is the Word of God that we are hearing, we would not 
snore this way.” 


But, mercifully, that is not the end of the story or of Luther’s lecture. For in 
spite of the fact that we can at times ignore, disregard, belittle these blessed 
appearances of God in the Gospel, in Baptism and in the Lord’s Supper, they 
still have their power and benefits for us. For these are the “means of grace,” a 
name given for good reason. Through them we receive God’s grace, His 
favour and love and forgiveness. These are the vehicles, in fact, the only 
ways, through which the Holy Spirit does offer and effect God’s grace to us. 
That’s why they are so vital. That’s why Luther so earnestly contended with 
the other Reformers who denied that these were means of grace or the only 
vehicle of God's blessings. That’s why these, Gospel, Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper are so central to our worship. Once we are blessed to believe this, 
what a difference it makes for our worship and our lives. As Luther observed, 


“He, however, who could regard Baptism with the wonder it deserves 
and could esteem it highly would laugh at death and demons . 


The same could be said for the Holy Supper and the Holy Gospel. Theva may 
appear so ordinary, so expendable, but they are the very means of grace — 
God’s appearances! 


(References: Luther’s Works Vol. 5, 21-23 and Small Catechism) 


Preceptor Feuerhahn became a member of The Society for Liturgical Studies 
early in 1983. The inter-denominational society's membership is limited, and 
is by invitation only. 


FROM THE TAMAR 
TO THE CLYDE 


Holy Cross, Sheffield 

Sunday afternoon Family Mystery 
Walk and later Sunday School 
Outing brings a number of new faces 
into contact with congregation ... 
The lead on the roof, having been 
replaced thanks to the insurance 
company and coated with anti- 
vandal paint has remained intact for 
more than three months now ... 
Holiday Bible School brings no new 
children but does bring a good 
turnout of parents and friends for the 
closing activities . . . Harvest gifts 
taken to local Shelter for homeless 
teenagers. 
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St. Timothys, Sunderland 

24 parcels of food distributed from 
Harvest festival . . . Annual Youth 
Service, conducted by members of 
the Youth Club, follows the theme 
“Great Days in the Life of Luther”... 
“Holiday Activities” (a version of 
Holiday Bible School) held during 
mid-term break from school . . . 
Special Service of Thanksgiving 
recorded for later transmission by 
Radio Metro . . . Members of con- 
gregation travel to Leeds to partici- 
pate in weekend commemorating 
500th anniversary of Luther’s Birth, 
an event comprising the Lutheran 


- community from the north and north- 
east of England which included 
various ethnic groups. 


Redeemer, Harlow 

Martin Luther Birthday Dinner at end 
of October well attended by 
members of Redeemer and Resur- 
rection .. . Special Sunday School 
presentation about life of Luther, 
written by a Sunday School teacher, 
brings out large number of children 
and parents. 


Luther-Tyndale/St. Pauls 

Kentish Town & Borehamwood 
Luther-Tyndale mourns the death of 
two long-standing members: Bob 
Wilson and Clara Brooke . . . Say 
goodbye to Beth Mills who returned 
after six years with the congregation 
... At St. Pauls the congregation’s 
Mother and Toddler group builds up 
in numbers quickly ...a small but 
successful autumn Bible School 
attracts new children and hopefully 
will give impetus to dwindling 
Sunday School . . . New children’s 
club opens to support Sunday 
School... Every member visit this 
autumn. 


St. David, Cardiff 

Under the direction of Chris Jenkins, 
St. David Youth organised a tour 
which took 33 to visit Gros Oesingen 
and Bremervorde in Northern 
Germany during first fortnight in 
August, when visits to local beauty 
spots and other places were enjoyed, 
but even more, the fellowship and 
lavish hospitality of the host congre- 
gation... October 10th to 13th the 
congregation hosted an_ inspiring 
Evangelism Seminar for pastors and 
seminary students of the ELCE, led 
by The Rev. Leroy Biesenthal and his 
team from St. Louis, and during three 
evenings sixty visits to local families 
were made... Later that month St. 
David youth hosted the Luther 
League of Great Britain Rally with 53 
in attendance from various congre- 
gations, when on the Sunday 
morning these young people 
together with members of St. Davids 
filled the Church with the singing of 
“Beautiful Saviour” in the Family 
Service. 


Resurrection, Cambridge 
Celebrate the Silver Anniversary of 
the congregation, when Dr. Norman 
Nagel, preacher at the first Service 
25 years ago, delivered the sermon.. 
congregation welcomes new Val- 
paraiso Director, Dr. Walter Keller. 
Dr. Keller and his wife Gloria were 
Resurrection members 20 years ago 
when the then Rev. Keller worked for 
his PhD at Cambridge University . . . 
congregation commemorates 500th 
anniversary of the Birth of Martin 
Luther in a Service with the Polish 
and German congregations held at 
St. Edwards Church, where the 
English reformer Robert Barnes 
preached. 


Christ Church, Petts Wood 
Harvest-Thanksgiving was different 
at Christ Church this year, and the 
Harvest Gifts went a bit further than 
usual, with non-perishable items like 
tinned meat, powdered soup, coffee, 
tea, Ovaltine, etc. destined for 
Poland, together with good used 
clothing and shoes .. . the Offering 
for Public Charities was given to help 
pay the cost of shipping . . . leaflets 
distributed throughout neighbour- 
hood to invite people to the showing 
of “Where Luther Walked” to 
celebrate the 500th Anniversary of 
the Birth of Luther. 


St. Columba, East Kilbride 

Various members enjoy trips south 
to Synod, Evangelism Conference 
and Youth Rally . . . Several ladies 
learn to make Chrismons for the 
chancel Christmas tree . . . Guild 
members take on the future printing 
of the LWLGB Newsletter ... Church 
roof partially mended but still leaking 
... Children enjoy Halloween party 
and Guy Fawkes night at Church... 
Evangelism Programme gets under 
way after eight members and pastor 
attend Evangelism Conference at 
Ruislip. 


Our Saviour, Fareham 

Harvest Celebration includes: 
Church clean-up inside and out on 
Saturday morning, then decoration 
of the Church just before a plough- 
man’s lunch is served at midday; the 
evening provided a disco and fellow- 
ship for adults and children; Sunday 
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morning’s Service included Annual 
Sunday School prizegiving for 
attendance; the Celebration 
concluded with taking gifts to senior 
citizens and to the National 
Children’s Home . . . New leaflet 
giving information about the Church 
distributed locally, and children and 
teachers from Wallisdean School 
(250) come to Our Saviour where 
Pastor Fry leads the Assembly, 
giving him opportunity to talk about 
the different parts of the Church, 
altar, pulpit, etc., as well as about his 
vestments . . . Family Service 
concentrates on Luther and God's 
use of him. 


St. Andrews, Ruislip 

Several family events held leading 
up to Autumn Evangelism pro- 
gramme — barbecue, square dance 
evening and Family Services — 
which gave the opportunity to drop in 
on prospects with invitations and to 
prepare for the Dialogue Evangelism 
Calls held in October ... Weekend of 
October 15th and 16th the congre- 
gation pressed to the limit to find 
beds and to feed all the guests 
enrolled in the Evangelism Seminar 
led by The Rev. Leroy Biesenthal .. . 
Pastor and members now trying to 
follow up the calls made _ that 
weekend, and a film programme with 
three colour films, two of which are 
feature length Christian family video 
films: “Treasures of the Snow” and 
“The Tanglewood’s Secret”, are 
being shown during November. 


Allhallows, Sundbury-on-Thames 
Members joined in to help St. 
Andrews for Evangelism Seminar... 
autumn programme runs parallel to 
that of St. Andrews, showing the 
same films on Saturday evenings... 
19 Allhallows youth and leaders 
attended the Rally at St. Davids 
October 22nd and 23rd where the 
theme considered was “The Chosen 
and the Frozen” on the subject of 
personal evangelism. 


Rev. A. E. Rakow Eric Hinkl 
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Paul Fry Reiner Thoelke 


jiane Norris 


aul Rakow 


iul Rouse 


Maria Crede 


Trevor Cooper 


Barbara Roden 


St. Peters, Plymouth 

Luther celebrations become part of 
autumn outreach programme and 
include: a) a Reformation Supper on 
October 31st concluded by a 
presentation, in monologue form, of 
the life of Katherine von Bora, by Mrs. 
Colleen Flemming; b) a performance 
by the drama group of a play about 
Luther, written by Mrs. S. Guthrig; c) 
an exhibition, running from October 
31st to November 21st, featuring 
reproductions of 48 highly 
acclaimed engravings by the 19th 
century German artist, Gustav 
Koenig; a poster display specially 
prepared by the Goethe Institute to 
mark the anniversary; a selection of 
Luther’s Works; a ‘take-away’ table 
containing items of literature giving 
further information about Lutheran- 
ism in general; d) the showing of the 
film “Where Luther Walked” — all 
events having received good press 
coverage . . . Holiday Bible School 
week during school half-term has 80 
pupils, teachers and helpers, with a 
closing Service attendance of 150. 


Immanuel, Liverpool 

Pastor and family move into new 
parsonage, where Services and 
Sunday School are held until the 
Church is finished . . . Children’s 
Club is again meeting weekly. 


News from our Churches 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


In recent meetings the Council received 
reports that the Computer installed at 
Westfield House is in service, that the old 
parsonage in Liverpool has been sold and 
the new parsonage occupied by the pastor 
and his family, that all the works on the 
Coventry Church and parsonage had been 
completed by the builder, that the house in 
Weybridge needs repairs before it can be 
sold but that a developer is interested in 
buying the site. The Chairman informed the 
Council that Pastor David Borgas had 
agreed to serve as the ELCE repre- 
sentative to the Conference of Independent 
Lutheran Churches of Europe. In response 
to a request from the Elders of Christ 
Church, Petts Wood, Mr. Peter Kerley and 
Preceptor Ronald Feuerhahn were asked to 
arrange a meeting in December to discuss 
with the Elders their concern for Pastor 
Rakow as he carries the responsibility of 
pastor of Christ Church as well as 
Chairman of the ELCE. In the annual 
Salary Review, the Council accepted the 
recommendations of the Treasurer, Mr. 
Peter Kerley, to an increase of 11.75% for 
pastors and others employed by the ELCE. 


SYNOD 


Delegates to the 1983 Synod at Holy 
Trinity, Tottenham, were delighted to hear 
the many greetings received from Partner 
Churches throughout the world, all of 
which emphasised the fellowship we enjoy 
in being “Captive to the Word”, this years 
Synod theme. In addition to the sermons 
which developed aspects of this theme, 
Tutor Glen Zweck of Westfield House, 
Cambridge, read the Essay “By Scripture 
Alone” in which he carefully explained that 
the writings of the Old and New Testaments 
are the only source of Christian teaching. 


This year three 
presented to Synod. 


study papers were 


From the Executive Council — the 
Administrative Structure as it concerns the 
Chairman gave an over-view of the 
Chairman’s functions over twenty-five 
years when it was a full-time office, together 
with alternative suggestions as to how it 
might be posssible for a pastor serving a 
congregation to carry the responsibilities 
of the office. The Council was encouraged 
to further consideration of this matter, 
taking into account the comments and 
suggestions made by delegates at Synod. 
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From the Barnes Conference, twenty-two 
theses which gave the Scriptural basis for 
the relationship of men and women in the 
Church were presented in order to share 
with delegates the progress made thus far 
by the pastors toward answering the 
request made to them by Synod several 
years ago. Recognising that the theses did 
not reach conclusions as to what the 
Church’s practice should be as regards 
women voting at Synod and. Budget 
Conference, members of the Barnes 
Conference were asked to continue their 
study and to report again to the 
congregations and Synod. 

3 
Terms of Reference for a Commission on— 
Theological and Social Concerns had been 
prepared at the request of the Executive - ; 
Council by Tutor Glen Zweck in great 
detail. However, because these had been © 
sent to congregations for study only a few ? 
weeks prior to Synod, delegates agreed to 
the request from several congregations that 
a decision on this be deferred to the 1984 
Synod. 


On Resolutions, Synod 1983:— : 
Unanimously agreed resolutions of 
gratitude to the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod and to the Lutheran Church of 
Australia; 


Agreed to change the term of office of the 
Master Plan Committee members from 4 
years to 3; 


agreed to encourage congregations to 
observe the Second Sunday after Trinity © 
each year as Overseas Missions Sunday; 


declined to limit the number of terms an 
individual may hold on ELCE Boards and 
Committees; 


declined to change Annual Synod and 
Budget Conference to the two meeting in 
alternate years; 


agreed that the 1983 5-year rolling | 

programme be as follows: 

a) each congregation encouraged to. 
review its Ministry of Word and 
Sacrament, seeking the Lord’s promised _ 
benefits through these Means of Grace © 
to witness evangelically inwardly and~ 
outwardly to each other and to those > 
with whom members come into contact; 

b) each congregation encouraged toask its - 
pastor and elders to review the list of 
Communicant Members and, with 
pastoral care and concern, take such 
action as the Lord leads them to take; 
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) each congregation encouraged to set 
membership aims where it is felt these 
will be of benefit in keeping with the way 
the Lord is leading them; and further, 
that 

|) the Executive Council takes steps to sell 

' one property, or more if necessary, so 

that the accumulated deficit is 

eliminated or reduced to manageable 

| proportions, by the end of 1984; 

») The Executive Council ask the LC-MS to 
extend the planned period of subsidy for 
a short term of, trustingly, not more than 
5 years; and further, that 

) the ELCE plan to open a new mission, 
without financial support from outside, 
in an area which is in need of a Christian 
Church and can be sponsored by an 
existing congregation or congregations 
as soon as resources permit. 


Synod elected The Rev. Arnold E. Rakow, 
dastor of Christ Church, Petts Wood, to lead 
the ELCE for three years. He is the second 
pastor to be elected Chairman in the thirty 
years since the ELCE’s official organisation. 


The Friday evening of Synod was set aside 
for a Memorial Service of Thanksgiving for 
the late Dr. E. Geo. Pearce D.D., when many 
members from the London congregations 
attended at Luther-Tyndale Memorial 
Church in Kentish Town. 


ARNES CONFERENCE 


Meeting for the third of their annual study 
and fellowship conferences, the pastors of 
the ELCE were guests of St. Columba 
‘Lutheran Church, East Kilbride November 
22nd and 23rd. In addition to further study 
on the Woman Suffrage theses and the 
question of Church Fellowship, the pastors 
‘began work on a booklet requested by the 
1983 Elders’ Conference, to outline and 
explain the practice of Close Communion. 
The Conference elected The Rev. Harlan 
Schoenrock as its Chairman for the next 
two years. 


‘MASTER PLAN CONFERENCE 
Dialogue Evangelism. October 1983 


‘One Pastor’s Thoughts 

Nine o'clock on an October Monday 
morning. Pull the car out of the garage and 
load it up with a week’s supply of clothes, 
paper, pens, toiletries, petrol, etc. Nine- 
fifteen, leave home and head south by 
south-west for Cardiff some five hours 
away. Soon reach the M1 — what a boring 
road ... must try to concentrate... it’s not 
long before I must turn off. Here we go, the 
A38, skirt Derby, Burton, Lichfield — cut 


across the northern part of Birmingham 
(some very familiar places here) and join the 
MS to head south for the Ross Spur. Traffic 
much lighter now — a good road — good 
weather — relax a little. A thought crosses 
my mind — “What am I doing making this 
journey?” — “over 700 miles driving in one 
week — what for?” One of the letters from 
the Master Plan Committee referred to an 
Instruction Course so | must be going to 
learn something — but what? Evangelism! 
Evangelism? Do you mean “knocking on 
doors”? | don’t like knocking on doors — I'll 
never knock on doors. Still, maybe they’ve 
found a way of evangelising without 
knocking on doors. It’s worth going along to 
see what they have to say anyway. 


One-ten p.m. — arrived safely. Greet old 
friends from the ELCE and am introduced 
to eight people from the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod. Eight? — if everyone from 
the ELCE doesn’t come we'll be 
outnumbered. However, most, though not 
all of our pastors and theological students, 
do come, so that embarrassment is avoided. 


And soto work — study, tea, study, food, tea, 
study, and so on, and so on. Interesting 
material, new approaches, helpful people — 
BUT — evening approaches, and with 
evening (I knew it!) — visiting. Here we go, 
“knocking on doors”. We get our 
instructions and assignments and, with 
great relief, | note that each team will be led 
by one of the trained LC-MS evangelists — 
we needn’t say anything. My legs stop 
shaking a little. 


I've never stood in the middle of a cold, dark 
street and prayed before, but | did that 
night. We placed ourselves into God's 
hands, relying on Him for strength, words, 
and effect, and He accepted us, shaking legs 
and all. He saw to it that each of us through 
these nervous visits, and the visits of our 
fellow trainees in other homes in Cardiff, 
would be encouraged to continue eagerly 
with our studies on Tuesday morning. 


Tuesday — more of the same: Study, tea, 
food, tea, tea, tea, study, etc., etc. then — 
here we go again — visiting. Still, last night 
wasn’t so bad. Perhaps God really can use 
this form of Evangelism to bring people toa 
sure and certain belief in their salvation, by 
grace, through faith, for Christ’s sake. Ah! 
there’s a subtle difference tonight — we are 
to be encouraged to speak a bit more during 
the visit. Not that that actually works out 
very wellin my case; I’m so fascinated by the 
way our team leader nips up and down the 
memorised “outline” of the presentation of 
the message that | finish up not saying , 
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much at all. Nevertheless, once again I saw 
God’s hand in action, especially in working 
for me. The phrase “knocking on doors” 
begins to fade from my mind. We are “Good 
Newsing” people, and there is no better 
activity that we can be about. Praise God 
that we are being shown one way of going 
about this “Good Newsing”. 


Wednesday — let’s get at it. Study, tea, study 
(I'm sure that you know the pattern by now). 
Evening — visiting — who? where? We are 
given our instructions and assignments as 
before, but wait, there is yet another subtle 
difference. WE ARE TO LEAD THE 
TEAMS TONIGHT! In at the deep end; but 
God has been with us on the other nights: 
that same God is available to be with us 
tonight, and He does lend us His aid. I for 
my part seem to be trying to make as much 
mess of the visit as possible, but thanks to 
my ELCE colleague and the trained 
evangelist who accompanied us, and above 
all thanks to God, the Gospel message was 
presented to our hosts and they expressed 
the desire to know more about this 
wonderful Good News. 


We return to St. Davids to share our 
experiences and our clangers. We laugh 
with each other, and encourage each other. 
We look forward to Thursday and the 
concluding sessions of this first part of the 
Conference. They arrive, and are gone, all 
too quickly. We eat once more, say farewell 
to our hosts and head for home, loaded 
down with big red folders, rainbows, Simon 
Peter pins, Christian love, and above all — 
prayer. We are to meet again on Saturday. 


Cardiff — M4 — Ross Spur — M5 — 
Birmingham — etc. The route’s the same, 
but the thoughts are different. I’m glad I 
came — no— thank God! came. Thank God 
I “rang those door bells”. Thank God for a 
friendly reception wherever I went. Thank 
God for those beautiful people from the LC- 
MS who gave so freely of their time, talent 
and treasure. Thank God for the people of 
St. Davids who housed us, fed us, and 
welcomed us into their homes. Thank God 
that, having given us the command to go 
and make disciples. He doesn’t just leave us 
to it, but comes with us. To Him alone be 
glory and praise, now and forever. 

Alan d. Smith 


Editor’s Note: 

On Saturday and Sunday of the same week 
most of the pastors, together with lay 
members from ELCE congre-gations, just 
over eighty altogether, assembled at St. 
Andrews Lutheran Church, Ruislip, for the 
second part of the Master Plan Conference 
on Dialogue Evangelism. Working from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. under the capable leadership 
of The Rev. Leroy Biesenthal, twenty-three 
teams went out to make calls in the local 
community, some pre-arranged and others 
not so. At the close of the evening, when all 
teams had returned to the Church, not one 
team reported a fruitless venture. In fact, 
one local family attended the Sunday 
Morning Service at St. Andrews following 
the Saturday evening call by ateam of three 
from the Conference. The British Lutheran 
joins in saying “Thank You” to Bz and his © 
team — dedicated evangelists all! — and to 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod for 
making their visit to the ELCE possible. 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. E. Geo. Pearce, from Mrs. Lily 
Bailey, to the Church Extension Fund £5.00 (Total to date £2,638.03) 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Miss Charlotte Lawton, from Mrs. and 
Mrs. K. Lawton, Mr. and Mrs. R.B. Jones, Mr. and Mrs. R. Hackman, Mrs. Lily Bailey, 
Mr. and Mrs. Everett Sanderfeld, to the Church Extension Fund £131.18. (total to 


date £1,558.05). 


Tothe glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Robert Wilson, from Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Flemming, to the Church Extension Fund £10.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Clara Brooke, from Mr. and Mrs.I. © 


T. Stewart, Mrs. P. Thoelke, Miss M. Gutbrod, Miss M. Lawton, The Rev. R. J. Patkai, 


Hungarian Lutheran Church, G. Bacs, Mr. and Mrs. A. Flemming, The Rev.and Mrs. | 


A. Rakow and family, Mrs. J. F. Dunsbier, Mrs. Ida Pearce, Mrs. and Mrs. Culverwell, 
Mrs. Margaret Launer, to the ELCE New Hymnal Fund £120.00. 
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CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
1 February to 30th September 1983 


Congregation Loans Donations Total 

Kentish Town £1,001 £1,180 £2,181 
Tottenham 289 31 320 
Ruislip 366 Unl7/ 483 
Sunderland 465 29 494 

Petts Wood 1,913 85 1,998 

Borehamwood 78 92 170 

Cardiff 410 10 420 

Cambridge 881 22 903 

Harlow 613 22 635 
Plymouth 789 115 904 
East Kilbride 58 10 68 
‘Coventry 117 4 121 
‘Liverpool 207 32 239 
‘Sheffield 408 18 426 
Sunbury 301 21 322 

‘Fareham 52 13 65 
Polish Lutherans 95 - 95 

Others 65 958 1,023 
£8,108 £2,759 £10,867 


+ INMEMORIAM + 
Clara Marie Brooke 


(Because she was often considered a member of all the congregations of the ELCE whose 
members were involved in one way or another in the Relief Service she and her husband, the 
_ late Andrew Brooke, managed the obituary as prepared by The Rev. A. E. Rakow who 
preached the sermon at her Funeral Service 26th October 1983, is included here. Edjtor) 


_ Clara Marie Gisella Foldes was born 12 April 1897 in Budapest, Hungary. Baptised in the Pest 
_ City Church by the late Bishop Raffay, she was confirmed in the Burg Church in Buda. She was 
_ employed in the Central Bank in Budapest until she married Andrew Brooke in 1919. They 
_ were blessed with a son Thomas, born in 1920. 


Mr. Brooke worked for a Dunlop-owned Company in Pest, first as Export Manager travelling 
widely throughout Europe and the Near East, and then as Sales Director, and subsequently as 
the Managing Director. During all this time both Andrew and Clara were very actively involved 
in the life and work of the Church. 


After World War II the Secret Police began to keep a close watch on them and question them, 
because of Andrew’s contacts with other countries through his work, and because of their 
active involvement in the Church, with many pastors being guests and visitors in their home. 
This led them to plan their dramatic and dangerous escape in 1948, taking only one suitcase 
_ with them. They arrived in Vienna where the British Military had a reception centre for people 
fleeing Communist Countries, and were flown to London in a military plane. They went to Italy 
for about a year, but returned to London in 1950. 


They immediately proceeded to set up the Relief Service for the persecuted Lutherans in 
Hungary, both pastors and lay people, with the help of Dr. E. Geo. Pearce and with the financial 
support of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Many ELCE congregations were involved as 
well, collecting used clothing and helping to sort and pack them for shipment. Andrew and 
Clara Brooke organised a very personal service from their home in Chiswick, sending clothing, 
medicines and food according to the precise needs of the people. At its height, the Relief 
Service was caring for 1800. This was accompanied by a much-appreciated spiritual ministry 
of thousands of letters of comfort and inspiration from Mrs. Brooke, a ministry which continued 
to the end of her life. She died peacefully on October 20th 1983. 
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Remembering 
Luther at 
Plympton 


MARTIN LUTHER, the great German reformer | 
founder of the Protestantism which has exercised st 
a dramatic influence over the development of? 
Christian Church, will be remembered on the 50 
anniversary of his birth by a month of special activit 
St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Plympton, beginning 
Monday. 

The Reformation of the 16th century, in wh 
Luther, the son of a miner and a former Monk in 
Augustinian convent, figured so prominently, will 
the main topic at a Reformation Supper on Mong 
Evening at 7.15, called “A Night with Luther”. 

A filmstrip with the title “Justification by Fa 
which traces the. background to the Protest 
Reformation, will be shown, together with a dramé 
presentation by Mrs. Coleen Flemming of the life 
Luther's wife, Catherine Von Bora, a former Nun, wh 
he marrie@in 1525. : 

A meal is being organised by members of the Lad& 
Guild and tickets at 50p for adults, 25p for children 
available only from the church’s pastor, the Rev. Dag 
Borgas. ' 

Sunday November 6 will be celebrated as a spe 
Martin Luther Anniversary Day, with Holy Comma 
ion at 11 a:m., and on the following Wednesday event 
November 9, a film made on location in East Germé 
with the title “Where Luther Walked”, will be shows 
the Church Hall. aes 
4 ASF, 
Exhibition Se Re 

At the end of the mont: the pies: drama gre} 
will be presenting a play about the life of Luther. The 
planned to take place.on the evenings of November 
and December 1, at 7.30. 4%” i 

In addition to all the.specific activities scheduledi} 
the month, there will also-be a Luther Exhibit 
running from,Monday until Saturday November 1 
will be open each day from 10. a.m. to around 4 p. 
the secondary hall area’ “of the church. 


Western Evening Herald 28th October 1983 
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